Defect coarsening in a biological system: the vascular cambium of cottonwood trees.
We present micrographic evidence for the annihilation of topological defect pairs and defect-mediated coarsening in the vascular cambium of cottonwood trees (Populus deltoides). We also show that a recently published mathematical model of cell orientation dynamics in the cambium reproduces many qualitative features of the defect coarsening process.